
Dear Patent Practitioner, 

The USPTO and the patent community have experienced considerable difficulties since mid-October 
2001 due to delays in the delivery of mail by the US Postal Service. I want to assure you that the 
USPTO is making every effort to deal with this situation in ways that avoid any undue burden upon 
applicants. Over the last few weeks we have seen an increase in the volume of backlogged mail being 
delivered and we are working very hard to process this mail as quickly as possible. I ask that you bear 
with us during this challenge and work with us to the extent possible to minimize the impact of these 
mail delays. 

Unfortunately the decontamination process has damaged some of the mail recently delivered to the 
USPTO. For example, some patent application papers and drawings including photographs have been 
stuck together and cannot be separated. Some computer discs have been damaged. Some labels have 
been blackened so that the text on them cannot be read and some papers have been yellowed and are 
brittle. The amount of damaged mail is small, about 5%, and the senders are being contacted to supply a 
duplicate when necessary. Additionally, no application is being held abandoned without us first calling 
the applicant to ensure that a reply has not been delayed in the mail. 

I also understand that there has also been some concern from practitioners that outgoing mail from the 
Office may have been delayed in some instances. Currently, the USPTO is requesting that applicants 
follow the procedure set forth in Manual of Patent Examining Procedure (MPEP) 710.06 to establish a 
delay in receipt of mail if they want to request that the period for reply be reset. 

Please consult the USPTO Internet web site ( http : //www . usp to . gov) for updated information on 
Technology Center facsimile numbers, surface mail alternatives, and other announcements concerning 
mail delays. Some notices related to the mail delays that have been recently posted on the USPTO web 
site are listed on the attached table. Section 51 1 of the MPEP will be revised to state that in the event of 
a postal emergency an announcement will be placed on the USPTO web site. Note also that the entry of 
a paper into an application file can be confirmed by checking the PAIR system via our Electronic 
Business Center on our web site. 

Questions related to mail difficulties should be directed to the Office of Patent Legal Administration, by 
telephone at (703) 308-6906. Alternatively, the questions may be sent via e-mail to 
PatentPracticefouspto.Hov . 

Thank you for your continued cooperation as we deal with this difficult situation. 


N 

NICHOLAS P. GODICI 
Commissioner for Patents 


January 16, 2002 
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Processing of, and Requirements for, the Filing of 
Duplicate Applications and Papers in Patent 
Applications in view of USPS Mail Delays 

12/20/01 

1 2j>4 Uu yl 
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Closing of the United States Patent and Trademark 
Office on Monday, December 24, 2001 

12/13/01 

1254 OG 61 

1/8/02 

Notice Concerning Deposit Account 

IVCP1CI11M1II1C1113 

12/11/01 



Termination of the Suspension of the "Express 
Mail Service oi Uoro tor mail aoaressea io z,ir 
Codes 202xx through 205xx 

1 9/V01 

P54 OG 33 

1/1/02 

Suspension of the "Express Mail" Service of 
United States Postal Service for mail addressed to 
ZIP codes 202xx though 205xx 

11/20/01 

1254 OG 33 

1/1/02 

Suspension of the "Express Mail" Service of 
United States Postal Service 

11/20/01 

1253 OG 103 

12/25/01 

Mitigation of Delays in Mail Deliveries to the 
USPTO 

1 1/9/01 



USPTO Tests Negative for Anthrax 

11/5/01 



Patent Customers Advised to FAX 
Communications to USPTO 

11/2/01 



United States Postal Service Interruptions and 
Emergency Terminated 

10/26/01 

1252 OG 104 

11/20/01 

Notice Concerning Safety of USPTO Mailings - 
Update 

10/25/01 



Notice Concerning Safety of USPTO Mailings 

10/23/01 

1252 OG 19 

11/6/01 


Note: Where an Official Gazette cite or Official Gazette date field is blank in the table above, the notice 
has not yet been published in the Official Gazette. 

The above list was excerpted from the list of patent-related notices that is posted on the USPTO Internet 
web site at: http://vvww.uspto.gov/web/ofi1ces/pac/dapp/ogsheet.html . 
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Address: COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS 
Washington, D C. 20231 


)TRAD|^K 


FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 


ATTORNEY DOCKET NO . V 


0 U / 14/ u u 


IOEHN 


I>P- JO 2554 


r 


0 2 7SOR MM VI / 1023 

HOWARD & MOWARL- ATTORNEYS ? P.C. 

THE PINEHURGT OFFICE CENTER. SUITE #101 

3940 0 WOGDWARI':- AVENUE 

BLOOMr I ELE» HILLS Ml 483C4 -- 1*. 1 5 1 


n 


EXAMINER 


ART UNIT 


PAPER NUMBER 


DATE MAILED: 


Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or 
proceeding. \ 

Commissioner of Patents end Trademarks 



PTO^OC (R#v. 2/95) 
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Office Action Sum 



Application No. 

09/638,478 


Examiner 

Richard K. Lee 


Applicant(s) 

HOEHN, GARRETT WADE 


Art Unit 

2832 


- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 1 MONTH(S) FROM ' ^ ' A L t [ 

THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. " *" 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 136(a) In no event, however, may a reply be timery Tiled _ 

after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication ' J " 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication 
. Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133) 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timery filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 704(b). 

Status 

1)C3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 8/6/2001 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)Q This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) E3 Claim(s) 1-15 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 


6) K Claim(s) 1-15 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or,election requirement. 


RECEIVED 

TECH CENTER 2800 


Application Papers 

9)D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)Q accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

11) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)Q approved b)Q disapproved by the Examiner 

if approved, cunecteu drawings are required \r. reply to this Office action 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (t). 

a)DAII b)Q Some*c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

20 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. , . 


3.Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 

Attachment s) 

1) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) Q Interview Summary (PTCM1 3) Paper No(s). 


2) O Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-946) 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . 


5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6) □ Other 


U S Pstent and Trademark Office 


